i Editorial
o v TR FOBAL & FIEE B DORE AL

Intensification of Eastern Congo Conflict and Problematic Peace
Agreement

HEHF

FORR: R

NPO 7% A RITA-Congo U ELF

HANAI, Kazuyo

Project Assistant Professor, the University of Tokyo
Representative, NPO RITA-Congo

Abstract

In June 2025, Congo and Rwanda reached a peace agreement. This agreement
fails to address the issues underlying the eastern Congo conflict. These include
Rwanda government’s ambitions, Congo government’s disregard for its citizens
in pursuit of economic interests, advanced Western nations prioritizing their
own extractive mineral interests while presenting themselves as benevolent aid
providers without fully understanding the complex structure of the conflict, and
the reality that United Nations’ resolutions are being ignored. This article uses
the issues surrounding the peace agreement as a starting point to delve into
the current situation of the eastern Congo conflict and underlying problems
that lie at its roots.
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