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Abstract

This paper explores the evolving Japan—Africa relationship, shifting from a vertical
aid-based model to a more reciprocal, horizontal partnership. Reviewing over 30
years of TICAD, it highlights Africa’s growing agency, increased private investment,
diaspora remittances, and the vitality of informal economies—factors that challenge
conventional development paradigms. Rather than viewing Africa solely as an aid
recipient, the paper argues for a framework of mutual learning in which Japan can
engage with African innovation and societal dynamism. Ultimately, it calls for
rethinking of development beyond donor-recipient binaries and embraces
collaborative, future-oriented relations.
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