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Abstract

This article reviews the fifty-year trajectory of the Society of Researchers for
International Development (SRID) since its establishment in 1974, vis-a-vis
broader shifts of Japan’s development cooperation policy and global aid
environment. SRID adapted itself to Japan’s rapid ODA expansion followed by
phases of maturity, stagnation, and transformation, while maintaining its core
identity as a forum linking practitioners, researchers, and policy actors. Emphasis
is placed on SRID’s function as a flexible professional network that facilitated
knowledge exchange, policy dialogue, and collaborative learning across
institutional and generational boundaries. The article highlights how SRID
responded to emerging challenges—such as diversification of development actors,
digitalization, and recurring global crises—by reconfiguring its activities flexibly
and informally. The article concludes that such network-based platforms remain
vital for sustaining informed and resilient development discourse in an

increasingly fragmented international landscape.
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