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Abstract

This essay analyzes major changes affecting global political economy and development aid. They include
aggravating income disparities, increase in defense spending and the diversion and fragmentation of aid,
enduring violent non-state actors, the rise of authoritarianism, and a “G-0 (zero)” world order. Then the
author reminds us of two mega-challenges: climate change and the planetary crisis, as well asthe impacts
of technological innovation, particularly artificial intelligence (Al). The author appeals to urgently tackle
ncome disparities as a top political priority in both developed and developing countries, and to focus more
intensively on the development of low-income and lower middleincome countries, especially in Sub-
Saharan Africa. The author finally urges the development aid community in Japan to stay away from
narrowly minded notions of “security” and “national interest” based on “diplomatic considerations” as
guiding development principles, and to stick to inclusive and sustainable growth and poverty alleviation
n low-mnocome and lower middle-income countries as overarching development goals.
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