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Abstract

This article critically reassesses the relevance of the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) in an era marked by intensifying geopolitical conflict and the erosion
of international cooperation. Tracing the shift from a coordination-oriented global
order to one dominated by rivalry and violence, the author argues that the
foundational assumptions underpinning the SDGs have been fundamentally
undermined. Through detailed examinations of Myanmar and Gaza, the analysis
demonstrates how political exclusion and resource exploitation generate persistent
instability that renders SDGs implementation largely meaningless. While global
monitoring frameworks continue to operate, the paper contends that merely
aggregating progress across multiple targets obscures deeper structural failures.
The article concludes that the SDGs can retain normative value only if priorities
are recalibrated to restore inclusive governance and rebuild international
partnerships capable of addressing conflict, inequality, and systemic breakdown in
the fragmented global environment.
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