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Abstract

This article analyzes how escalating armed conflicts and geopolitical rivalries are
reshaping strategic behaviors of developing countries. It argues that wars in
Ukraine and the Middle East, combined with economic fragility, mass
displacement, and climate stress, have produced a highly volatile global
environment in which shocks transmit rapidly across regions. Facing intensified
pressure from major powers, many developing countries seek to preserve strategic
autonomy by prioritizing national interests while selectively engaging in flexible
forms of collective alignment. The paper highlights the limits of earlier
development paradigms that underestimated political power and security
dynamics, and calls for renewed international cooperation mechanisms that place
country ownership at their core. It concludes that development cooperation must
adapt to this interconnected risk landscape by strengthening resilience,
governance, and dialogue-oriented platforms capable of mitigating conflict
spillovers.
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