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Abstract

This essay examines Japan’s revised Official Development Assistance (ODA)
Charter against the backdrop of a deteriorating global environment marked by
pandemics, geopolitical rivalry, climate change, and economic instability. The
author argues that development cooperation is increasingly shaped by security
considerations, as reflected in the stronger alignment of ODA with national
security strategies. While acknowledging the necessity of adapting aid policies to a
complex and polarized world, the essay warns that subordinating development
cooperation to geopolitical objectives risks undermining its core mission as a global
public good. Particular attention is paid to how countries in the Global South seek
strategic autonomy amid great-power competition and resist economic
fragmentation. The essay concludes that Japan’s ODA should preserve its
independent development mission while engaging pragmatically with strategic
realities, ensuring that aid contributes to stability and prosperity without
becoming an instrument of geopolitical rivalry.
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