8 19 5 (F47: 2020 £ 7 A)
&HHT v 1 Opening Essay

BEE T saa; - XTIy st
Ficiz v — VLB DO
COVID-19 Pandemic as Compounded Crises and
Dawn of a New Global Civilization

s —4&
URFT— 21 R HE
TAKAHASHI, Kazuo
CEO, Liberal Arts 21

Abstract

This essay regards the COVID-19 pandemic as a catalyst for a compounded global
crisis capable of reshaping international order and civilization itself. Drawing on
historical cases where epidemics intersected with war, economic disruption, and
political transformation, the author argues that the pandemic’s significance lies in
its interaction with pre-existing structural tensions, notably intensified great-
power rivalry and systemic economic fragility. The analysis traces how health
shocks amplify inequality, expand state intervention in markets, and weaken
multilateral coordination, while accelerating digitalization and geopolitical
polarization. Rather than a temporary disruption, the pandemic can be seen as a
turning point toward a more fragmented yet densely interconnected world. The
essay concludes that navigating this transition requires historically informed
judgment and renewed leadership by resilient middle powers capable of mitigating
conflict and fostering cooperative global norms.
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