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Abstract

This essay argues that humanity has entered the “Anthropocene,” an era in which
economic activity has become a dominant force shaping planetary systems that
underpin  human prosperity. Climate, biodiversity, soils, oceans, and
biogeochemical cycles are increasingly pushed beyond their sustainable limits by
fossil-fuel dependence, linear mass production and mass consumption models, and
accelerating urbanization. While these systems function as global public goods,
their management has failed under globalization, as individual economic choices
are no longer visibly linked to collective environmental consequences. The author
contends that treaty-based governance alone is insufficient and emphasizes the
growing role of multi-stakeholder initiatives that connect states, firms, investors,
and consumers. Safeguarding planetary stability, therefore, requires systemic
economic transformation and networked cooperation capable of restoring collective
stewardship over global commons.
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