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Abstract

This essay examines Africa’s growing diversity and Japan’s role amid intensifying
international engagement surrounding the TICAD initiative. While many African
countries have achieved sustained growth and greater political stability, persistent
vulnerabilities still coexist with expanding markets and demographic dynamism.
As global actors—including emerging powers such as PRC—compete to deepen
their presence in Africa, increasingly complex webs of cooperation and competition
are played out there. The author argues that Japan’s long-standing engagement
through TICAD constitutes a valuable diplomatic asset, but one that requires
strategic reinforcement. Emphasis is placed on strengthening information sharing
and public—private partnerships to enhance coherence and visibility. The essay
concludes that Japan should build on its comparative advantage that lies in
accumulated knowledge, human capital development, and cooperation network to
foster mutually beneficial and resilient Japan—Africa relations.
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