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Abstract

This article analyzes state-building in Timor-Leste by examining how multi-
layered conflicts and their distinct causes shaped post-conflict governance. Rather
than viewing the country’s trajectory as a straightforward transition from conflict
to liberal democracy, the author demonstrates how historical legacies, elite’s power
struggles, and international interventions interacted to produce a hybrid political
order. Particular attention is paid to the tension between externally imposed
institutions and locally negotiated arrangements, including power-sharing among
former resistance leaders. While such arrangements diverged from liberal norms,
they contributed to short-term stability and prevented renewed large-scale
violence. The article argues that durable peace in post-conflict societies depends
less on institutional transplant than on careful alignment of international support
with domestic political realities, along gradual strengthening of accountability

mechanisms.
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