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Abstract

This article examines how Japan’s development cooperation must adapt to a
transformed global landscape in which development challenges, actors, and
financial flows have become increasingly diversified. It argues that traditional
official- assistance-centered approaches are no longer sufficient, as private
investment, emerging Asian donors, and business activities now shape
development outcomes alongside official assistance. Drawing on dJapan’s
experience in East Asia, the paper highlights the strategic value of partnerships
that connect public institutions, private enterprises, and human networks
cultivated through long-term cooperation. Such arrangements would enable
development efforts to complement market dynamics while maintaining a focus on
capacity building and local ownership. The article concludes that Japan’s
comparative advantage lies in orchestrating these multi-layered relationships,
allowing development cooperation to remain effective, relevant, and strategically
grounded in an interconnected global economy.
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