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Abstract

This article critically examines the “Global Trends 2030” report produced by the
U.S. National Intelligence Council (NIC), by focusing on its methodology of
analyzing interacting structural forces rather than merely extrapolating existing
trends. It highlights a world characterized by dispersed powers, dense cross-border
interdependence, and increasingly networked forms of influence, in which no single
hegemon can unilaterally shape world order. Particular attention is paid to the
strategic thinking embedded in scenario construction on how geopolitical stability
is envisioned through selective cooperation among major powers amid persistent
institutional and regional fragilities. The article underscores the asymmetry of
perspectives behind such forecasting exercises and suggests implications for
smaller countries positioned between major centers of power, suggesting the need
for strategic choice under a highly interconnected global system.
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