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Let me say to you, the Palestinians: We are destined to live together on the same

soil, in the same land. We, the soldiers who have returned from battle stained with
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2 Remarks by PM Yitzhak Rabin at signing of Declaration of Principles,
13.09.1993, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Israel
https!//www.gov.il/en/Departments/General/remarks-by-pm-yitzhak-rabin-at-
signing-of-dop-13-sep-93
Israel-Palestine Peace Agreement, September 13, 1993, C-SPAN (46:50~55:55)
https://www.c-span.org/video/?50328-1/israel-palestine-peace-agreement
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blood, we who have seen our relatives and friends killed before our eyes, we who
have attended their funerals and cannot look into the eyes of their parents, we who
have come from a land where parents bury their children, we who have fought

against you, the Palestinians —

We say to you today in a loud and a clear voice: Enough of blood and tears. Enough.
We have no desire for revenge. We harbor no hatred towards you. We, like you, are
people, people who want to build a home, to plant a tree, to love, to live side by side
with you in dignity, in empathy, as human beings, as free men. We are today giving
peace a chance, and saying again to you: Enough. Let us pray that a day will come

when we all will say: Farewell to the arms.

We wish to open a new chapter in the sad book of our lives together a chapter of
mutual recognition, of good neighborliness, of mutual respect, of understanding.
We hope to embark on a new era in the history of the Middle East. Today, here in
Washington, at the White House, we will begin a new reckoning in relations
between peoples, between parents tired of war, between children who will not know

war.
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Our inner strength, our high moral values, have been derived for thousands of
years from the Book of Books, in one of which, Koheleth, we read:

To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under heaven:
A time to be born, and a time to die;

A time to kill, and a time to heal;

A time to weep and a time to laugh;

A time to love, and a time to hate;

A time of war, and a time of peace.

Ladies and Gentlemen, the time for peace has come.
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Your Majesty, we have both seen a lot in our lifetime. We have both seen too much
suffering. What will you leave to your children? What will I leave to my
grandchildren? I have only dreams: to build a better world — a world of
understanding and harmony, a world in which it is a joy to live. This is not asking

too much.
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And I, I.D. Number 30743, Retired Lieutenant-General Yitzhak Rabin, a soldier in
the Israel Defense Forces, and a soldier in the army of peace; I, who sent regiments
into the fire and soldiers to their deaths, I say to you, Your Majesty, the King of
Jordan, and I say to you, American friends:

Today we are embarking on a battle that has no dead and no wounded, no blood
and no anguish. This is the only battle that is a pleasure to wage — the battle for
peace.
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® Israeli and Jordanian Leaders Addresses, July 26, 1994, C-SPAN (41:20~)
https://www.c-span.org/video/?58998-1/israeli-jordanian-leaders-addresses
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