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The research titled as “An Armed Faction as a Human Network: Formation and
Transformation of the Kamajor/CDF in the Sierra Leonean War” 1is a PhD thesis
submitted to Graduate School of Human Sciences, Osaka University. This thesis
argues on a pro—governmental force in the Sierra Leone War, Civil Defense Force
(CDF). Sierra Leone, a small country located in West Africa, experienced a severe
civil war from 1991 to 2002. This thesis argues on how human networks in and around
the CDF is constructed in the changing situations of Sierra Leone.

The aim of the thesis is to capture the dynamics of civil wars in Sub—Sahara
Africa (thereafter “Africa” ). I deal with Sierra Leone as one of the cases
Africa experienced the rampant breakouts of civil wars since the end of the Cold
War. Scholars began to research on civil wars as well in this period. Some scholars
have engaged in practical researches on humanitarian assistance and peace
buildings. Other scholars have tried to understand deeply on what really happens
on the ground. Their ‘findings’ elucidate local aspects of civil wars. Some of
which are never noticed by practitioners working on the ground.

Sierra Leonean War began in 1991 by the incursion of the Revolutionary United
Front (RUF). The CDF originates from ‘Kamajor’ , local militia against the RUF.
Kama jors were organized by Mende people for community defense. The government used
Kamajors for counter—insurgent operations. Kamajors, which originally acted
independently for each communities, gradually integrated to one faction in the
course of the war. Eventually, Kamajors had developed into one pro—governmental
paramilitary force, the CDF. The CDF is an umbrella organization that integrates
local militias of other ethnic groups.

This research chronologically describes on how the Kamajor/CDF was formed,
transformed and disbanded. I pay attention to human relations and human networks
in order to understand the process. The discussion of human networks is popular
among political sciences discussions on African politics. Scholars tried to
understand how states in Africa, especially ones in which state apparatus are
dysfunctional, are governed and ruled. Some scholars pay attention to human
networks (Chabal and Daloz 1999; Jackson and Rosberg 1982; Medard 1982; Lemarchand




1972). These scholars claim the importance of human relations among political
elites and other important figures for understanding political phenomena.
Following the discussion, I focus on human relations and human networks
constructed among cadres, leaders and commanders of the Kamajor/CDF. I describe
the chronological changes of the Kamajor/CDF focusing on human network inside the
group.

In the network, the threads of human relations are interwoven by subsuming the
local, the international and the global dimensions of the war. These networks
develop in the course of the war. In the changing situations, some of the relations

are maintained, but some relations are disintegrated.
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